
AIMING FOR
RADICAL
SOLIDARITY

“Children
cannot be
what they
cannot see”
 
 - Marian
Wright
Edelman

• To meaningfully cooperate we need
to be critical about our own locations
and positionality. 

• Recognize my shared complicity to
someone else’s oppression. 

• Anti-oppressive education requires
conversations that some may
experience as difficult

• “Co-Sense with Radical Tenderness”
(La Pocha Nostra & GTDF) 

• Conversations about the intersections of race, gender, class, sexuality and

identity are often seen as “difficult” or “uncomfortable”. 

• Anti-oppressive education requires topics that challenge the way we might

understand the world

• Who or what does the label of 'difficult' protect? Who or what does it

dismiss, avoid and neglect?

• “Identity is always present in the classroom. Identity is enacted through

readings, assignments, classroom structures and classroom norms - choices

made and identities prioritized” (Derisa Grant, 2020). Choices!

«Radicalization of
solidarity requires
that teachers and
learners recognize
their shared
complicities too, that
is, the capacity to
injure others and bear
responsibility for
others’ vulnerability»

 Remember 

- Michalinos Zembylas
(2014, p. 407)

• You have the institutional
power to help bring change

• Foster reciprocal relations &
practice attentive listening. 

• Work to dismantle systems of
oppression.

Exploring the Notion of
‘difficult’ knowledge

SOGI UBC is funded by the Jane Rule Initiative at UBC established by Dr. Robert Quartermain.

• How can we productively engage students in embracing

pedagogical discomfort?

• How can we (re)frame discomfort to include privilege, power

and complicity?

• How might we move beyond discomfort in discussions of

racism, homophobia, transphobia and settler colonialism in

classrooms and schools? 

• What can we do to change “difficult” and “uncomfortable” to

meaningful and educative?

Reflect on  

Sitting in
Discomfort

https://sogi.educ.ubc.ca/
https://www.disclosurethemovie.com/
https://decolonialfutures.net/radicaltenderness/
https://decolonialfutures.net/radicaltenderness/
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2020/07/15/why-classroom-conversations-about-diversity-and-identity-shouldnt-be-framed
https://doi.org/10.1111/curi.12051
https://doi.org/10.1111/curi.12051

